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Press conference 2 – Impacts of climate change 
Monday, 8 April, 16:00 

 
 
In 2011, losses from thunderstorms in the US were on par with the damage caused by 
Hurricane Sandy, totalling 47 billion US dollars. Changes in the frequency and severity of 
extreme weather events is an almost certain consequence of climate change; with losses 
of this scale, what implications does this have for people and the economy? New 
research suggests that climate change will make the atmosphere more turbulent, causing 
flights to become bumpier. What implications does this have in terms of the financial cost 
to airlines, the increased risk of injuries to passengers, and flight delays? This session 
takes a look at some of the more unexpected impacts of climate change, from changes to 
atmospheric air flow to thunderstorm frequency. 
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