MAIDENHEAD METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR 2025

2025 was slightly cooler (by 0.06 degC) than 2022 in Maidenhead, which in turn was the warmest year locally on record.
It was the sunniest year locally since at least 1953, with a total of 1914 hours being slightly more than the 1906 hours
recorded in 2003. 2025 was a dry year with just 530.6 mm of rain, the lowest annual total since 523.0 mm in 2010. The
wettest day saw only 21 mm of rain, the driest ‘wettest day’ since 1990 (20.2 mm). There were no days when the ground
was more than half covered by snow at 0900 GMT — for the second consecutive year. Thunder occurred on only 7 days,
the least (along with 2017 and 2021) since just 4 days with thunder in 2015.

January was cool and rather wet month. It was the coolest January since 2017 but had only 10 air frosts. It was the
wettest January since 2021 while the 4 days with snow (mostly slight) were the most in January since 5 days in 2019.
Pressure ranged from 1041.5 to 972 mb during the month. The 9th to 22nd was quite dry.

February was cooler than normal by day due to the cool spell of the 7th-18th. Overall, it was the coolest February since
2018 despite having less air frost than normal. It was wetter than normal but only one day had any snowfall - much of
the rain fell during the 21st-26th. The sunshine total was close to normal due to some sunny days towards the end.

Clear skies led to March being cooler than normal overnight but warmer than normal by day. It as the driest March
locally since 1961 when about 4 mm fell locally. 2025 was also the sunniest March on record (since 1953) with 7 hours
more sunshine than in 2009. Frosts were more frequent than normal.

The year had the sunniest April locally since before 1953 - due to sunny spells with little cloud during the 1st to 11th
and 27th to 30th. It was the warmest April since 2011 with the 30th having the highest April temperature since 2018.
It was a dry April — the driest April since 2022 with almost half the rain falling on the 22nd. Since evaporation
measurements began in 1993 only the Aprils of 2003 and 2020 had more evaporation.

May was warm (especially by day), sunny and dry overall. It was the joint warmest May (with 2008 and 2018) since 1992
a Boyn Hill. A temperature of 28.1C on the 1st was the highest temperature day in May since 2020. With 251 hours of
bright sunshine, it was the sunniest May since 2020 — although marginally duller than in April 2025. It was also the driest
May at Boyn Hill since 2020 with just 22.9 mm of rain falling — about half the normal May total.

The spring months of March to May were the warmest locally since before 1900, being 0.2 degC warmer than in 2024
— the previous warmest spring in the area. With almost 700 hours of bright sunshine in spring, only 2020 (758 hours)
has seen a sunnier spring since local sunshine records began in 1953. The rainfall during the meteorological spring
(March to May) amounts to 55.4 mm at Boyn Hill, corresponding to a shortfall of 83 mm. 2011 with 54.3 mm was
marginally drier than spring 2025.

It was the joint warmest June (with 2023) in the Boyn Hill record (since 1988) with two heatwaves in the final fortnight.
The 30th had the highest June temperature since 2019 after the warmest June nights since 2005. It was the second
sunniest June (with 2023) in the past 30 years; it was also the fourth successive dry month (but wetter than in June
2024).

July was a warm and sunny month; rainfall was close to normal. It was the warmest July month and with the warmest
July day since 2022 - although the mean minimum temperature was the highest in July since 2018. It was the sunniest
July since 2022, despite many relatively cloudy days in the second half. It was the wettest month (equal with February)
since January this year although the rainfall duration was less than normal. The 10th-13th brought a heatwave.

August, with an average temperature of 18.8C, turned out to be slightly cooler than in 2024 (which had an average
temperature of 19.0C) — due mainly to some cool nights. In fact, August was the coolest of the three summer months
at Boyn Hill this year. By the 25th only 0.1 mm of rainfall had been recorded during August at Boyn Hill, but some heavy
falls during the final week led to the monthly total climbing to 22.7 mm — about 40 per cent of the normal August total
but still making it the driest August locally since 2003. August was also sunnier than normal — with 211.3 hours of bright
sunshine it was the sunniest since 2022.

Despite the cooler end to August, summer (June to August) was marginally cooler than in 2022, but otherwise the
warmest locally since before 1953. With 101 mm of rainfall, it was the driest summer since 2022 (78 mm) but much
wetter than in 2018 (which had 60 mm). In fact, there have been many drier summers over the last hundred years
locally, with 1995 (when 32 mm fell at Boyn Hill) remaining the driest over that time. The summer sunshine in 2025



amounted to 698 hours — several summers in the recent record have been sunnier, most recently that of 2022 with 725
hours.

2025 had the coolest September since 2017 and the sunniest since 2018, despite there being 3 sunless days. It was
slightly drier than normal, and the driest September since 2020 with little rainfall in the second half of the month when
the air pressure was generally high. However, the number of rain and wet days was more than normal, as was the
number of days with thunder being heard.

In October days were slightly cooler than normal, but nights were milder than usual with just one ground frost. Overall,
it was the warmest October for two years and, due to a dry spell 4th-18th, the driest since 2017. Many of these dry
days were also sunless, helping to make it the dullest October since 1982 locally. The final 12 days were unsettled.

It was the warmest November since 2022 but with the equal lowest November minimum air temperature since 2018,
after a mild start to the month. It was the driest November since 2021 but with many more rain days than normal, and
the first time that November was sunnier than October since 1989 - with less sunless days than normal. SW'ly winds
dominated.

December was generally mild until the last nine days - the 31st was the equal coldest day of the year in terms of
maximum temperature. Overall, it was the coolest December for 3 years (but had only 3 days with air frost) and the
sunniest for 11 years. The month was drier than normal with no sleet/snow. Fog present at 0900 GMT on four days -
the most in December for 9 years and was on/off for much of the 31st.

2025 Climatological | Notes
normal

Air temperature (degC)
Mean maximum 16.8 15.5 The highest since 2022
Mean minimum 7.7 7.2 The lowest since 2022
Mean 12.2 114 The highest since 2022
Highest maximum 33.2 31.9 The highest since 2022
Lowest maximum 1.7 0.9
Highest minimum 20.6 18.9 The highest since 2020
Lowest minimum -6.5 -5.9 The highest since 2021
No. of days with minimum below -5C 2 1.9 The fewest since 2021
No. of days with maximum 25C or more | 50 29.0 The most since 60 in 2018
No. of days with maximum below 0C 0 0.6
No. of days with minimum 15C or more | 37 23.7
Grass temperature (degC)
Lowest minimum -8.3 -8.9
Mean grass minimum 4.6 4.7
Soil temperature (degC)
5cm mean 10.4 10.0
10cm mean 10.8 10.2
20cm mean 11.5 111
30cm mean 12.1 11.6
50cm mean 11.9 114
100cm mean 12.1 11.5
5cm maximum 21.9
5cm minimum 0.1
10cm maximum 22.1
10cm minimum 0.7
20cm maximum 22.5
20cm minimum 1.5
30cm maximum 21.7




2025 Climatological | Notes

normal
30cm minimum 3.0
50cm maximum 20.2
50cm minimum 3.7
100cm maximum 18.1
100cm minimum 6.0
Sunshine (hr)
Mean daily sunshine amount 5.23 4.34
Total sunshine 1914.3 | 1585.2 The most since before 1953
Maximum daily sunshine 15.1 14.8
Number of sunless days 59 65.3
No. of days with over 12hr 32 18.1 The most since 2020
Precipitation (mm)
Total fall 530.6 | 678.0 The lowest since 2010
Highest daily total 21.0 35.7 The lowest since 1990
No. of days with 0.2mm or more 140 160.7
No. of days with 1.0mm or more 95 117.5
No. of days with 5.0mm or more 40 46.4
Number of days with
Snow or sleet falling 6 10.3
50% snow cover on round at 0900GMT 0 3.5
Hail or ice pellets falling 2 5.3
Thunder heard 7 11.3 Joint lowest since 2015
Fog at 0900GMT 6 7.5
Air frost 33 37.7 The most since 2022
Ground frost 90 85.7 The most since 2021
Gale 0 0.2
Air pressure
Mean at 0900GMT 1016.6 | 1015.9
Miscellaneous
Mean relative humidity at 0900GMT 77 81.0
Number of hours with rain 370.4 | 555.5 The lowest since before 1989
Number of hours with air frost 246.0 | 247.4
Most hours of rain in a day 12.6 17.2
Mean cloud cover at 0700GMT (eighths) | 5.3 5.7
Mean wind speed at 0700GMT (knots) 3.4 4.5
Total Piche evaporation (ml) 637.6 | 563.9 The most since 2003
Greatest daily evaporation (ml) 5.1 5.5

Climatological normals refer to 1991-2020.

Monthly reports can be found at https://www.met.reading.ac.uk/~brugge/mhdweather.html




