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A Wider Lens on

FILMMAKIING

By failing to bring disabled filmmakers into frame,
the film industry misses out, argues Shweta Ghosh.

In a time when anyone with a digital
video device can shoot a film and the
internet provides a free platform

to showcase a diversity of stories,

it should be possible for anyone to
make one. Nonetheless, people with
disabilities remain almost invisible
in India, which is home to one of the
world’s largest film industries.

My doctoral research project, We

Make Film, sought to understand the
experiences of flmmakers with disabilities
inurban India, and the billion-dollar media
and entertainment industry that rarely
sees them as audio-visual storytellers. It
explored the various ways that disability
and filmmaking interact in urban Indian

contexts, focusing on the inaccessibility
of film and video technology, barriers to
film consumption and education, and how
filmmakers continue to negotiate these
barriers and articulate their creative vision.

The research showed that, even though
people with disabilities work in exciting
ways to create films, filmmaking still
centres the perspectives and practices
of non-disabled people, both on and off
the screen. Where disabled stories do
feature in films, these are told through a
non-disabled gaze and without disabled
filmmakers driving the storytelling
themselves. Our experiences of films
are traditionally restricted to audio and
visual senses (sight and hearing), but

a broadening to include other sensory
experiences can actually open whole new
creative avenues and experiences. For
example, blind filmmakers may use tactile
means (touch) to learn the visual diversity
offered by different camera movements,
or understand and communicate the
spatial organisation of objects and actors
when directing a scene.

When disabled individuals tell their own
stories, authentic representations of
people with disabilities are more likely to
emerge, enriching the film experience for
everyone. The industry, in my view, should
re-evaluate working practices and aesthetic
approaches that are rooted in ableism, and
build a broader creative environment.

Shweta Ghosh, recently completed her PhD and
isnow a Lecturerinthe Department of Film,

Theatre & Television.
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